
Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Revelation (December 2) 
 

Reading Revelation 

A blinding flash pierced the dark shroud of storm clouds, followed by a deafening thunderclap. Contrary winds 

blasted salty spray over the side of the ship and into the navigator’s face. The pitching waves lofted the ship and 

clawed at its hull as though they would pull it under. “All may be lost,” the navigator whispered to himself. 

 

But then, for a moment, a beam of moonlight fell through the storm clouds to reveal an island and sheltered bay off 

the port side – a haven of hope amid the storm. 

 

The challenging book of Revelation presents not merely the stormy future of suffering that will affect the earth but 

also a message of hope – a haven for the beleaguered soul. In Revelation, we see that Christ is enthroned on high, 

mediating on our behalf and planning for our salvation. He will return in glory to deliver the Church from evil. On 

the island of Patmos, he gave these stormy visions to John for our comfort. 

 

Author and Date  

Four times the author identifies himself as John. From the second century AD, it has been held that this John was the 

apostle, the son of Zebedee. Revelation was written when Christians were entering a time of persecution. The two 

periods most often mentioned are the latter part of Nero’s reign (AD 54-68) and the latter part of Domitian’s reign 

(81-96). Most scholars date the book circa AD 95. 

 

Occasion and Purpose 

Since Roman authorities at this time were beginning to enforce the cult of emperor worship, Christians – who held 

that Christ, not Caesar, was Lord – were facing increasing hostility. The believers at Smyrna are warned against 

coming opposition, and the church at Philadelphia is told of an hour of trial coming on the world. John has been 

exiled to the island of Patmos (probably the site of a Roman penal colony) for his activities as a missionary.  

 

John writes to encourage the faithful to resist staunchly the demands of emperor worship. He informs his readers 

that the final showdown between God and Satan is imminent. Satan will increase his persecution of believers, but 

they must stand fast, even to death. They are sealed against any spiritual harm and will be vindicated when Christ 

returns, when the wicked are forever destroyed, and when God’s people enter an eternity of glory and blessedness. 

 

Literary Style 

For an adequate understanding of Revelation, the reader must understand that it is a distinctive kind of literature. 

Revelation is apocalyptic, a kind of writing that is highly symbolic. Although its visions often seem bizarre to the 

Western reader, fortunately the book provides a number of clues for its own interpretation: stars are angels, 

lampstands are churches, “the great prostitute” is “Babylon” (Rome?), and the heavenly Jerusalem is the wife of the 

Lamb.  

 

Blessings for Readers 

As you study Revelation, take to heart Jesus’ admonitions and encouragement for the churches in John’s day. Apply 

his words for your life and the life of your congregation. Pray for ears to hear what the Spirit says through the word. 

 

Most important, ask the Lord to maintain your focus on the heavenly vision of chapters 4-5, which describes the 

reign of your Savior. No matter what the devil may throw at you, Christ your King is with you. He has overcome the 

evil one. He will strengthen you in the face of all persecution and distress. Pray for those who live in fear of worldly 

troubles or of the last judgment, that through the forgiveness of sins the Lord would extend his perfect peace to 

them; the Church may face the future with all the boldness and confidence in Christ.


